
Allerdale Borough Council

Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 15 December 2017 

Report of the Tackling Poverty Task and Finish Group 

The Reason for the Decision The Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
appointed a Task and Finish Group to 
review the draft Tackling Poverty Strategy. 

Summary of options considered Not applicable. 

Recommendations  That the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee agree that the revised 
Tackling Poverty Strategy November 
2017 as presented to this meeting is 
accepted for recommendation to 
Executive.

 That the Council consults with local 
partners to ensure the proposed 
Strategy and Action Plan supports 
and complements their work, prior to 
being formally presented to 
Executive to be considered for 
adoption and implementation.

 That the Council gives priority to 
support and advice services for 
Allerdale residents.

 That future Council reports should 
include greater detail of intended or 
current partnership working and 
incorporate 'tackling poverty' as part 
of the report implications list, with 
details given in the body of the 
report.

Financial /  Resource Implications The draft Strategy Action Plan sets out a 
number of proposed activities that the 
Council may undertake.  Some activities 
relate to direct delivery through existing 
services and budgets of the Council, but 
others will require funding to be released 
from the Council’s Priority Fund. 

Legal / Governance Implications No direct implications.



Community Safety Implications No direct implications. 

Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications

No direct implications. 

Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed

The group has taken representations from 
groups across the voluntary and community 
sectors.   

Wards Affected All. 

The contribution this decision would  
make to the Council’s priorities

When approved, the strategy will contribute 
to the Tackling Inequality theme within the 
Council Plan. 

Is this a Key Decision No. 

Portfolio Holder Councillor Alan Smith

Lead Officer Ian Hinde
Acting Scrutiny Officer
01900 702544
ian.hinde@allerdale.gov.uk

Report Implications

Community Safety Y Employment (external to the Council) N

Financial N Employment (internal) N

Legal N Partnership Y

Social Inclusion Y Asset Management N

Equality Duty Y Health and Safety N

Background papers:  Council Plan
Youth Unemployment Review

1.0 Introduction and background

1.1 This report provides members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee with 
supporting information and the recommendations of the Tackling Poverty Task 
and Finish Group.

1.2 In April 2017 the Executive suggested the draft Strategy should be considered 
by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee prior to it being formerly presented 
for consideration.



1.3 The Council adopted a new Overview and Scrutiny structure in May 2017 
following a Peer Review and as part of the new structure agreed that task and 
finish groups would be set up to undertake items from the Committee’s work 
plan. The Tackling Poverty Task and Finish Group was the first group 
established under the new structure.

2.0 Membership of the Task and Finish Group 

2.1 The Tackling Poverty Task and Finish Group consisted of the following 
members:

Cllr. Billy Miskelly (Chair), Cllr. Bill Finlay, Cllr. Marion Fitzgerald, Cllr. Malcolm 
Grainger, Cllr. Hilary Harrington, and Cllr. Philip Tibble.

3.0 Overview

3.1 The Task and Finish Group was established by The Overview and Scrutiny at 
its meeting on 23 June 2017 and met between August and November 2017.

3.2 The TFG’s terms of reference were set by the Committee as:
 

· Consider and scrutinise the draft Tackling Poverty Strategy and Action Plan
· Identify what is currently being done by the Council and partners to tackle 

poverty in the Borough
· Make recommendations for future actions by the Council and partners to 

tackle poverty in the Borough

The TFG was asked to report back to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
by December 2017. 

3.3 The report of the Task and Finish Group is at Appendix 1.

3.4 The revised Tackling Poverty Strategy (November 2017) is at Appendix 2.

4.0 Recommendations

The Task and Finish Group recommendations are as follows:

4.1 That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee agree that the revised Tackling 
Poverty Strategy November 2017 as presented to this meeting is accepted for 
recommendation to Executive.

4.2 That the Council consults with local partners to ensure the proposed Strategy 
and Action Plan supports and complements their work, prior to being formally 
presented to Executive to be considered for adoption and implementation.

4.3 That the Council gives priority to support and advice services for Allerdale 
residents.



4.4 That future Council reports should include greater detail of intended or current 
partnership working and incorporate 'tackling poverty' as part of the report 
implications list, with details given in the body of the report.

5.0 Conclusion

5.1 The issues of tackling poverty are complex and cannot be solved by a single 
organisation or action. The Council has a role to play in working to address 
these issues, alongside a network of partners.  

5.2 The Council will need to remain vigilant to the changing nature of issues its 
residents face, and continue to review its actions to address those issues. 

Councillor Billy Miskelly
Chair of the Tackling Poverty Task and Finish Group


